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TAGS: SHUM, NI, CF, SG, TO, MR, DM 

SUBJECT: EXPLULSIONS FROM CONGO-BR AZZA VTT 1 ,E 

REF: DAKAR 6064 (NOTAL) 

1 . LOCAL PRESS HAS CARRIED REPORTS OF EXPULSIONS OF 
NIGERIANS, SENEGALESE, TOGOLESE, BENINOIS AND 
MAURITANIANS FROM THE CONGO. NUMBER OF VARIOUS 
NATIONALS AND REASONS FOR EXPULSIONS ARE UNKNOWN; HOWEVER, 
DAILY TIMES QUOTES A ' SOURCE CLOSE TO THE CONGOLESE 
EMBASSY IN LAGOS" AS SAYING THAT THE OBJECTIVE WAS A 
"CLEANSING OPERATION” DESIGNED TO RID THE CONGO OF 

ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS. 

2. NIGERIAN CHARGE TURKURA WAS CALLED HOME, THURSDAY, 
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SEPTEMBER 8 AND MEA HAS CONTACTED THE CONGOLESE EMBASSY 
IN LAGOS FOR CLARIFICATION. AT AN AIRPORT PRESS 
CONFERENCE MAN SATURDAY COMMISSIONER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
BRIGADIER JOSEPH GARBA STATED FMG HAD LAUNCHED 
"DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR MANEUVERS" BE ASSURE THAT NIGERIANS 
EXPELLED FROM THE CONGO WOULD RECOVER THEIR PROPERITES OR 
RECEIVE MONETARY COMPENSATION. HE ALSO NOTED THE CONGOLESE 
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GOVERNMENT HAD NOT INFORMED FMG OF ITS ACTION BEFORE IT 
STARTED AIRLIFTING NIGERIANS FROM BRAZZEVILLE AND ADDED, 

"IF WE HAD ENOUGH WARNING, WE WOULD HAVE TAKEN THE NECESSARY 
STEPS TO APPEAL TO THE CONGOLESE GOVERNMENT TO RESCIND THE 
DECISION." GARBA SAID THAT CASES OF MASS EXPLUSION OF ALIENS 
FROM AFRICAN COUNTRIES ARE "RAPIDLY BECOMING TOO DANGEROUS 
FOR THE DESIRED UNITY OF AFRICA." ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT 
PROVIDE DETAILS, GARBA SAID THAT SUCH ACTIONS HAVE AFFECTED 
NIGERIANS IN OTHER COUNTRIES (GHANA 1969, ZAIRE 1971, 

EQUATORIAL GUINEA 1974) AND AS A RESULT THE FMG HAD WORKED 
OUT PLANS TO DEAL WITH THIS PROBLEM. HE ALSO NOTED THAT A 
NUMBER OF NIGERIANS EARLIER EXPELLED FROM ZAIRE HAVE 
SINCE RETURNED. 

3. LOCAL PRESS CARRIED REPORTS APPARENTLY SIMILAR TO 

THOSE IN DAKAR'S REFTEL OF TOTALLY UNEXPECTED FORCED OUSTER, 
MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT RAIDS, LOSS OF GOODS AND CASH AND 
TEMPORARY DETENTION IN CAMPS PRIOR TO DEPARTURE. SOME 
STORIES ALSO REPORTED THAT NIGERIANS WHO HAD MARRIED 
CONGOLESE WERE NOT ALLOWED TO BRING OUT WIVES AND CHILDREN. 

4. PRESS STATES MOST OF THOSE OUSTED WERE YORUBAS, HAUSASOR 
NATIVES OF BENDEL STATE. GOVERNMENT IS APPARENTLY 
ASSISTING THEM TO RETURN TO HOME AREAS WITH SOME HOUSED 
TEMPORARILY AT TRANSIT PLGRIMS CAMP NEAR AIRPORT. 
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